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Waste Crime

Waste criminals cost the English economy 
over £600 million in 2015

More than 850 new illegal waste sites were 
discovered by the EA in 2016-17



Serious and organised crime in the 

waste sector: Call for Evidence

The government has announced a review into serious 
and organised crime in the waste sector in England.

enable a wide group of people to have their say on 
ways to crack-down further on Organised Crime Groups 

(OCGs), who profit from waste crime.



The Review will:

Consider the types of crimes being committed and 
organised crime groups involved;

Consider the environmental, community and economic 
impacts of serious and organised waste crime;

Consider how the Environment Agency, other 
organisations, and the law enforcement system can 
work together to tackle the threat;

Make recommendations for a strategic approach to 
serious and organised waste crime



Cracking down on waste crime

Environment Agency given new powers to 
tackle the problem of illegal waste sites 
(March 2018)

Powers include ability to lock up sites and 
force rogue operators to clean up all waste

Body worn video cameras will be rolled out 
to all waste enforcement officers

The Environment Agency has also been 
granted the power to require rogue 
operators to clear all the waste at a problem 
waste site, not just the illegal waste



Waste Crime Consultation: Waste 

Exemption Review

Reducing crime and illegal activity

Focus on waste management business exemptions

Prevent operators using hiding behind exemptions for illegal 
activities

Permitted sites = no exemptions
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